
 

 
 
 

September 30, 2020 
 
Dana Lucero 
Community Placemaking Grant Program  
Metro Regional Government  
600 NE Grand Ave. 
Portland, OR 97232 
 
Dear Dana,  
 
I am writing to offer support for the Keaton Otis Memorial Project application for the 2021 Community 
Placemaking grant cycle. 
  
The Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) Equity + Inclusion Program has been working with various 
PBOT teams and community partners to advance racial equity, disability access and anti-racism 
initiatives within our organization. The multiple and ongoing crises being experienced by BIPOC 
communities in 2020 has reiterated the urgency of this work and blossomed new initiatives and 
community partnerships. Specific to community placemaking, we have been working with the Regional 
Arts and Culture Council (RACC) and have initiated the Black Portland Matters art and placemaking 
initiative. Phase I includes us funding community led projects in 2020 and Phase II will establish a 
working group to develop a BIPOC-focused placemaking strategy for PBOT and RACC to facilitate in 
future years.  
  
I have been impressed with how the Justice for Keaton Otis collective has been in deep and ongoing 
engagement of Keaton Otis’s family and community members and am happy to offer support for the 
Keaton Otis Memorial Project through the Black Portland Matters initiative. In alignment with our equity 
and inclusion commitments, PBOT and our Transportation Commissioner support this project and will be 
on standby to support project process and implementation as needed. We will also be discussing how to 
appropriately facilitate similar memorials as they are requested by families and community. 
  
Thank you in advance for your consideration of this important project. It would be incredibly meaningful 
to have Metro Regional Government’s support for this project. 
 
In Solidarity,  
 
Irene Marion  
PBOT Equity + Inclusion Manager  


